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[Abstract)

Inhibin (INH) is a member of the transforming growth factor B (TGF-) super family. Inhibin

A and inhibin B are the two known molecular forms of INH. Inhibin B, mainly produced by granular cells of
middle and small antral follicles in female, can inhibit the secretion of follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) through
the specific effects on anterior pituitary. Meanwhile the secretion of inhibin B is regulated by FSH. Recent studies
showed that inhibin B, as an important index of ovarian reserve, was involved in the etiology of premature ovarian
failure (POF). And inhibin B can be used in the early diagnosis and prediction of POF for its close relationship
with POF.
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